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23 April 1968
MONCRANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUEGICT: Qutline for Lepal Counsel Effort, April-~July 1568
LETERENCES: A, lemorandum for the Record, 19 April 1968,
"New Military Field Courts"

B, Memorandum, 13 April 1968, ACofS, CORDS to
D/PIOENIX, re Magistrate Review

C. iemorandum for the Record, 23 April 1968,
"Civilian Security Suspoects, Legal Review
of Cases"

D. Memorandum for the Record, 22 April 1968,
"Legal Processing of Civilian Security
Suzspects"

E., DMemorandum for the Record, 22 April 1968,
"Invegstigation in II Corps"

F. Memorandum for the Record, 19 April 1968,
"Meeting With Minister of Justice™,

“. First work priority, orally assigned by Ambassador Komer,
5 to get declsions and action on the matter of the additional
silitary Fiold Courts which were authorized by Decree-law No.
4£3/67 of 30 October 1967. Efforis have begun in this regard,
a5 reported in Refeorence A, ' - '

2. Mr, Colby requested in Reference B investigation of the
Zeazibility of maglstrate level review of the cases of Civilian
securdty Suspects (CSS'g) to determine if sufficient evidence
crisgts to justify further detention and proceedings. Study is
toiny made on thils subject, as reporied in Reference C,

-~

<> The legal processing of CSS's by GVN'authorities is an area
s great importance, obscurity, difficulty and dissatisfaction.
“ron a legal standpoint, the focus here ig on the inmproper rcelease

-

(the other side of the coin) the improper retention of detainecs.
wome of the greatest inadequacies cxist at the District level.

t% ip there ziso that our understanding of the legal processes is
awoat inadeduate, Consequently, an investigative effort is being
~itempted at that level., (Reference D). Mr., Robert TF. Gould, a

¥
i
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Vi'i“°neqe sneakling attorney, departed today for II Corps, in
soeordancs with the instructions contained in Reference E.

Neeomnendations to improve legal processing will be formulated, -

nged on the results of our investisations.

. in view oif the cleme rolationship between lepal processing
c=dU the areas of screening and intelligence information on
Ladividuals, we wlill work closely wlth persons assigned to those
iields and may undertake joint investigative efforts.

5. In the fiold of legislation, drafts of a Code of Criminal

Law and a Code of Criminal Procedure have been prepared by the

GIN, with collaboration by the Public Administration Division of

US;ID Copies of these drafts have been obtained and the
rovisions thoreof which relate to the National Security will

:c reviewed and commented upon.

. The Handbook on Notional Security Laws and Procedures, prepared

izgt December and since disseminated to the field, will be ro-

vigwved and then supplemented as may ke required, Study also will
e mnde as to feasmible and appropriate means to orient and inform

GYN province and district officials on the laws and regulations
in thisg field, so as to improve their official performance.

? Ad hoc¢ requirements in the lezal field will be serviced,.as
done in Reference I, t is expected that there will be some

eg al work in counection with administrative matters.

8. Considerable time has been spent initially in assembling the
personnel and facllities necessary to carry out the program
outlined. Attorneys now assigned are Miss Frances L. Meegan,

#Ar. Hohert F. Gould and the undersigned. Office space has been
Zound in the 0ld Embassy. TFurnishings, supplies and other '

qecﬁssary facilitlies are now being arranged.

9, Comments are invited as to how the legal effort cah be most
usafully implemented and carried out,

Legasr Lounpol
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